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When Pastor Jan gave me the assignment to speak during service this 4th of July on the topic of the “freedom and how it relates to God,” I decided to research the internet for information about our Independence Day Holiday.  I was dismayed that, like Christmas, the true meaning and purpose for the holiday seems to have gotten lost in all of the festivities.  The extra day off from work, parades, fireworks, and barbecues have become the reasons for the holiday; and they are what people think of first and most often when the subject of the 4th of July comes up.  These are all good things for celebrating the birth of our nation, but just as we should keep the center of our focus on Jesus’ birth into the world at Christmastime, we should also keep focus on the birth of our country as a free and independent nation on the Fourth of July.
In his address to the Nation on July 4th, 1981, President Ronald Reagan, personally wrote these words: 
Let the Fourth of July always be a reminder that here in this land, for the first time, it was decided that man is born with certain God-given rights; that government is only a convenience created and managed by the people, with no powers of its own except those voluntarily granted to it by the people. 

We sometimes forget that great truth, and we never should. 

This 234th anniversary of signing of the Declaration of Independence means a lot of different things to me. It is both a celebration and a remembrance.  It is a celebration because it is a birthday.  In this case the birth of a nation, the greatest nation ever to exist, and our founding fathers wanted the date to be remembered with celebrations, ringing of bells and fireworks.
It is a remembrance, because it is a time to be grateful for those who sacrificed their freedom, so that we might have ours.  A time to pay homage to those who gave their lives as the ultimate price in the name of freedom, and a time to remember those who were scarred, some physically, all mentally, while fighting for that freedom. It is a time to think about the high cost of this freedom and the fact that FREEDOM IS NOT FREE.

What I am most grateful for is the individual freedoms and responsibilities afforded to me under the Constitution on the United States that are not granted in the same way anywhere else in the world. It means we are free to make our own decisions about our lives so that we can reach the personal potential we have as human beings.

It is also a remembrance for me of the loving toil and sacrifice made by our founding fathers that shaped the birth of our country. In a collective wisdom that was born out of duty to their fellow citizens they shaped a document so eloquently stated in the Declaration of Independence that it stands today as a beacon to the world for the betterment of mankind. 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.
Independence Day and this passage from the Declaration help me to remember the principals we live for and the responsibility we have to protect those principals for our families, our way of life and our future generations forever and ever.
Amen
