I’m a bad Christian    Matthew 7:12, Matthew 7:1-5
Youth Sunday

February 22,  2009

Nolan Shult
I’m a bad Christian! Or at least that’s what I’m told. Last November during the election I had a very heated debate with a good friend of mine about the Christian implications of Proposition 8 which was the one pertaining to gay marriage. My friend was under the impression that it was my Christian obligation to vote yes on prop 8. When I informed him that I had no intention of voting yes, he went on to tell me that I was being a bad Christian. 

My out look on this argument is that the bible tells Christians not to judge other people. I find denying someone the right to marry on the basis of his or her sexual orientation to be highly judgmental. 

The bible verse referred to as the “Golden Rule” that pretty much every Christian is taught from the first time they go to Sunday school is Matthew 7:12 which was just read. Every one I am associated with, Christian or not, knows exactly what I’m talking about when I say do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 

Why should the situation that we are faced with concerning the prop 8 controversy be any different than the very basic of all Christian beliefs, that is the golden rule? Christianities basic belief is that we are accepting of all people, and then some Christians turn around and prove that we are accepting of all people except the ones who are different from us? Telling a person who could potentially be a member of our own faith that they can’t be married to the one they love just because that person is different than the person that you love seems rather contradictive to the golden rule. 


The Methodist motto is open hearts, open minds, open doors. I interpret this to mean that when we say we have open hearts, we are accepting of all people and don’t find that their sins are any worse they our own. I feel that open minds means that we encourage people to think and interpret the bible for themselves. I’ve taken open doors to mean that we welcome any one into our church to worship with us because God welcomes all people to worship him. 


It is because of this ideology that I am extremely proud to be a Methodist and a Christian. I feel that this motto sets us apart from other denominations of Christianity. I don’t mean so much that we are better than others of Christian faith, or that Christianity is better than any other faith, more that the ideology of Methodism appeals to me because of our accepting nature.


When Matthew speaks about not being able to offer to remove the speck from your neighbor’s eye until you remove the log from your own eye, the verse is saying that once you are free from sin you may then judge. However I guarantee that you will never meet a person that is free from sin. This statement is similar to the one made by Jesus when he stopped the crowed from stoning a man by saying, “let the man who is free from sin cast the first stone”. What gives us the right to judge someone for a sin and tell them that they do not get to enjoy the same rights that we get even though we have committed sins that are just as bad or worse then the ones that they have committed. 


God tells us that he is the one that is supposed to judge us and only God has that that right. He tells us on several occasions that we are to accept all other people as they are and not look down upon them for sins that they have committed because we too have sinned and it would be hypocritical to judge someone as a sinner even though we are all sinners.      


Christians should accept all people the way that they are, with 

open hearts, open minds, open doors. If being accepting of others makes me a bad Christian although I might not like it by golly I am a bad Christian!

