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  December 11, 2005



100 Years of Community


Music Ministry History 

100 Years of

From 1905 until 1940, the musical needs of Wintersburg Community Methodist Church were met by volunteer choir directors and organists, until Laddie Letson become the first official pianist with Miss Gladys Woods serving as Junior and Senior Choir Directors.

From 1943 until 1958, Mrs. Oscar Stricklin, Jr. was the church pianist, and the wife of Rev. Charles Bacon directed all choirs. When Mr. Wes Vaugh became choir director, he worked diligently to obtain choir robes and fourteen year-old Linda Graham served as the organist until 1965.  From 1963 until 1965 the Chancel Choir was directed by Naval Commander Millard Havener. Then the children’s director, Maria Hoffman, assumed direction of all our choirs, working with Shirley Blake and Jean Swanson as organists. In September 1965, we moved to our current facilities. 

In 1968, Margaret Knudson became full-time choral director, joined in September by organist, Pat Adams.  From 1971 until 1973, various directors and organists served the church including Byron Henderson as Choir Director, Carol Knapp as organist, Mike Scheibe as Director of Music and Ted Johnson as organist.

The youth and children’s choirs had many directors from 1974 through early 1976, including Mike Schiebe, Margaret Knudson, Mary Ellen Huey, and Elizabeth Clover. The “Volunteers,” a new junior high choir, was organized in late 1975, with Byron Henderson as director.  In 1976 the church was blessed to have Phil Haynes lead the music program.

Since 1976, many others have played a part in the music and arts programs: Thomas Antal, Ted Reid, Bruce Bales, Michael Andrews, as directors of the Chancel Choir; Scott Shuler, Cathy Price, Roni Kuester, Marsha Grove, Mary Lou Pratt and Shari Holtz working with children and youth; Alan DuPuy, Michael Koller, and Richard Heckman as organists; Ted Johnson, Anna Lisa Johnson, Peter Parady and Sally Rans directing our bell ringers; and Virginia Chapman, Meg Elder, and Kristen Wilkins leading the sacred dance teams.

In February of 1996, Greg Kirby came to CUMC as a substitute accompanist for the Chancel Choir rehearsal and to play the organ for Sunday’s service.  The church was searching for a new organist at that time and Greg was asked to stay on until Easter that year. Now, ten years later, Greg has served CUMC as full time Director of Music, leading the Chancel Choir, Adult Handbells, Celebration Singers, Youth Handbells, and Children’s Chimes and he continues to serve as organist for the church services.  Currently Joyful Noise Choir is led by Roni Kuester, Marsha Grove continues to assist with Celebration Singers, and Mary Lou Pratt directs and nurtures the Cherub Choir.

Through these many changes of leadership, one thing remains constant…the joy of music continues to be an important ministry in the life of this congregation.
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