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December 4, 2005
100 Years of Community

“The Joy of Music”

During the Christmas Season, our hearts are stirred when we hear our favorite Christmas Carols. Hearing those old familiar songs fills us with such joy. Some carols can even hold special memories in our minds of Christmas memories with loved ones.

I remember how special Christmas Eve was growing up. I always looked forward to going to church with my Mom for the 11pm Christmas Eve service. I grew up in Tustin, California, and attended Aldersgate UMC. My Mom sang in the Chancel Choir and she was always “on duty” for the Candlelight Christmas Eve Service. Since I loved music, I always wanted to go with her to the service just to be able to sing all of my favorite Christmas Carols. My Dad and sister stayed home so they could do their last minute gift wrapping. It was just Mom and me.

I can still remember the end of the service; the entire congregation assembled outside on the patio…each person holding a lit candle. Everyone had circled up while Pastor Al Waterson stood in the middle. I could see the faces of the people from the glow of the candles. The air was crisp and cold, but the flame was warm near my hands. I stood next to my Mom who was wearing her choir robe. Then Pastor Waterson began singing Silent Night…everyone began singing. There was no accompaniment, just the joy of every voice. Some of the choir members went into four part harmony. I could hear my Mom’s alto voice as she sang out. This newly-formed choir sounded like the heavenly hosts to me. When it was all over, Pastor Al gave his blessing and everyone was dismissed. I tried to keep my candle burning all the way home so I could show my sister…who was usually already asleep.

It’s moments like these where music has made a lasting effect in my life. I think that a lot of these special moments are created through music during the Christmas Season. I wish that the music you experience this Christmas Season at CUMC will make some new and joyful memories for you and your family.

Wishing you a Merry and Musical Christmas,

Greg Kirby,

Director of Music
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