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November 27, 2005
100 Years of Community
“Advent Hymns and Christmas Carols”
During this Advent and Christmas season we will sing approximately 35 Advent hymns and Christmas carols in our worship services.  Though this number may not be the average every year, we can imagine that it is close.  By doing the math, we can easily calculate the number of Christmas carols that have been sung in worship over the past 100 years – something in the range of 3,500 Christmas carols.  And that’s just during worship.  That’s not counting carols sung in other church meetings, in groups going out caroling to shut-ins, and the many choir programs during Christmas.

One of the oldest hymns used in Advent is “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”.  The tune name is called Divinum Mysterium and the haunting 11th century chant style provides a perfect movement into the Advent season.  Sung at CUMC over many years, we will use the third verse each week as our Doxology as we dedicate our morning offerings.

As you sing this Advent season, reflect on the fact that not only have many of these hymns been sung for the last 100 years at CUMC, but have been sung for much longer than that in churches the world around.

One of the more recent hymns was written in the 1960’s in Malawi and is called “That Boy-Child of Mary”.  No matter the age of the hymns, they connect us to our past and to our future. We can only pray that 100 years from now, on Christmas Eve, they will be singing Christmas carols at Community UMC to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  
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