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November 20, 2005



100 Years of Community


“Thanksgiving” 


100 Years of

Gratitude is a daily part of our faith experience as we offer thanksgiving to God for everyday blessings.  In personal prayer time, in grace before meals, in prayers led before meetings, we offer our thanks to God.  

Every Sunday, as this congregation has gathered for 100 years, a word of thanks is shared.  Sometimes our thanksgiving to God is shared in the opening hymn of praise.  In fact, the opening section of our hymns (Hymns 57-102) is entitled Praise and Thanksgiving.   

Prayer time often begins with thanksgiving to God for blessings great and small.  Imagine the prayers that have been offered by this congregation over 100 years.  We can imagine prayers of concern during times of war.  Added to those prayers of concern were prayers for peace and prayers of thanksgiving when these conflicts ended.  

We cannot calculate the numbers of prayers of thanksgiving offered to the God of mercy over these 100 years—prayers of gratitude offered by a pastor in the hospital with someone recovering from surgery, and the prayers of gratitude for weddings and baptisms.  Even the prayers of thanksgiving to God for the lives of those we have loved and lost are more than the stars in the night sky. 

As a congregation we cannot survive without giving thanks to God.  But we also offer our gratitude to our faith community here at CUMC who sustains us in times of grief, who laugh with us in moments of delight, who invite us to share our talents and gifts, who move us to tears with words of hope, who point us to God in surprising and amazing ways.  Thanks be to God!
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