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October 30, 2005


100 Years of Community


Stewardship

“History of the Window”
As a special gift to the church, Mae Moore wished to replace the plain glass window above the Choir Loft with a stained glass window.  On December 28, 1965, the Church commissioned the Willet Stained Glass Studios in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to design, build and install the 
3' by 25' single stained glass window depicting the resurrection of Christ.  The cost of the project was $5,000.
The new panel window was designed with church guidance.  The central theme is the resurrection of Christ.  At the top, we see a Dove ascending heavenly, surrounded by the Fires of Pentecost.  Directly below are the words of salvation from Christ, "Because I live, you will live also."  The Lord emerges from the empty tomb bearing aloft the banner of the triumph of life over sin and death.  In the distance, above Christ, is seen his cross on Calvary's hill.  The angel who gave the Easter message, 
"He is not here, he has risen," kneels holding the cover of the tomb rolled back with earthquake and storm.  Also kneeling is the Centurion, the Roman Soldier who trembled with fear saying, "Surely, this was the Son of God."  The locale of Huntington Beach is recalled in the window by first the power plant and local industry.  Below that we see our 55 foot bell tower that houses the 1908 bell from the Wintersburg church.  To the right is an oil derrick gushing oil.  At the bottom of the window is the old Wintersburg Community Methodist Church. The picture is completed with a farmhouse in the background and a farmer on his tractor plowing the fields.

This window is executed in one of the new techniques to harmonize with the contemporary style of architecture.  Brilliant colored glass about one inch in thickness is cut to the desired size.  The inner surface of certain pieces is then chipped or faceted to enhance the design and add a jewel-like quality.  The glass is joined with a matrix of epoxy resin.  The thickness of the glass assures the breathtaking radiance and complete purity of the color, which are the outstanding characteristics of the medium.  The window was completed and dedicated April 20, 1966, in memory of E. Ray Moore.
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